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India in the world  



India – the diverse subcontinent ….

26 States, 26 cultures



And among this diversity… 

Tamil Nadu



… is the language -

Tamil



An ancient language….

The oldest Tamil writings are 5000 years old, and it 
is probably the oldest language known. 



…that still flourishes today.

The Thirukural:
Translated today into 82 world 
languages

The 133-feet statue of its author at the 
cape of Kanyakumari 

Bharathiyar – the poet of the 
Independence struggle in India



A song about this language: 

Tamil is nectar, that sweet Tamil 
is as precious as our lives.

Tamil is the moon, Tamil is the 
water that sustains the soil of 
our society.

Tamil is fragrance, Tamil is the 
root of our honor and respect.

Tamilukum Amudhendru Peyar: 



A bit of our culture…

The temple at Madurai –
the ancient seat of  Tamil scholars The Shore Temple – a UNESCO world heritage site



…our traditional classical dance… 

Bharathanatyam
The sacred art form



….and our cuisine. 



Learn some Tamil with me..

Can you pronounce this?



…here are the basic words: 

உ"க$ ெபய) எ+ன ?
Ungal peyar enna? – What is your
name? 

எ"ப$ இ'(கிற,-க.?
Eppadi irukkireergal ? – How are 
you ?

வண(க1.
Vanakkam. – Greeting

வா'3க.!
Vaarungal - Welcome எ+ ெபய)….. 

En peyar… - My name is…



Tamil around the world… 
Tamil is an official language of the 
government in…  
• Tamil Nadu
• Sri Lanka
• Singapore

… and is spoken in
• South Africa
• Malaysia
• Mauritius
• Indonesia 
and many other countries.



And a final note…
In Dutch…

And in Tamil…
Vandaan ?? 

Waar kom je vandaan?
Where do you come from? 

எ"கி%&' வ&தா+?

Engirundhu vandhaan? 
Where does he come from? 
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ந"றி!
Nandri!

Thank you !


